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Lowe Morrison joins 
SMA Foundation board

Lowe Morrison, managing 
principal for Sabal Trust, has 
joined the Sarasota Military 
Academy Foundation Board 
of Directors.

Sarasota Military Academy 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S M A 
Foundation in 2017 in an effort 

t o  o b t a i n 
state-of-the 
art facilities 
and the best 
technology 
available for 
cadets and 
staff.

Members of the Sarasota 
Military Academy Foundation 
Board of Directors include 

Chairman Lieutenant General 
Howard G. Crowell, Jr., 
Vice Chairman Herb Jones, 
Treasurer Captain Frederick 
M. Derr, Secretary F. Steven 
Herb, Alexandra Quarles and 
Lowe Morrison.

Morrison is the immediate 
past chairman of the Mote 
Marine Laboratory Board 
of Trustees and a trustee 

of the Frank E. Duckwall 
Foundation. He holds a 
chartered financial analyst 
designation and is a member 
of the CFA Institute. To learn 
more about Sarasota Military 
Academy, visit sarasotamili-
taryacademy.org.

Submitted by Kelly 
Strausbaugh

Center For Sight com-
pleted 100 surgeries as 
part of its annual Mission 
Cataract event July 25 and 
Aug. 1 at its Sarasota surgery 
center.

Cataract surgeons Dr. 
D a v i d  S h o e m a k e r ,  D r . 
William Lahners, Dr. Joshua 
Kim and Dr. William Soscia 
performed the free life-
changing cataract surgeries.

Aaron French, a cataract 
and glaucoma patient from 
Fruitland Park, said, “I was 
a network engineer before I 
went legally blind. Prior to 
surgery with Dr. Kim, I had 
20⁄400 vision. It was so bad I 
couldn’t work or drive.

“I looked far and wide for 
help and there was nothing 
out there, and then I found 
this program. What they’re 
doing is an absolute bless-
ing,” he added. “It’s given 
me my life back.

“Following the surgery 
with Dr. Kim, I dropped to 
20⁄15 vision within a week on 
my right eye. It couldn’t 
have gone to the farther end 
of the spectrum. It’s just a 
blessing.”

French’s case is a unique 
one. He also had a Glaukos 
iStent inserted at the time 
of his cataract surgery.

The iStent is used for 

those with glaucoma that are 
undergoing cataract surgery. 
It helps control eye pressure 
and decreases the patient’s 
dependence on glaucoma 
medications.

The iStent is the small-
est implantable device 
in humans and normally 

costs thousands of dollars 
but iStent manufacturer, 
Glaukos, donated iStents 
to all 2018 Mission Cataract 
patients in need.

Another Mission Cataract 
patient, Gail McPherson of 
Bradenton, said, “I am just 
incredibly grateful to you 

all, and to the company who
donated (the lenses), for the 
chance to keep my eyeballs.

“This is going to be a life-
changer for me and I’m more 
grateful than I can express.”

Submitted by 
Marissa Rossnagle

Center For Sight hits Mission Cataract mark
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Morrison

Center For Sight cataract surgeons, from left, Dr. Joshua Kim, Dr. William Lahners, Dr. David 
Shoemaker and Dr. William Soscia. [COURTESY PHOTO]

I N  B R I E F

 BAZAAR ON APRICOT & LIME. 
Today, Friday, Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 821 Apricot 
Ave., Sarasota. Indoor market 
with art, collectibles, clothing, 
jewelry, and a bakery. Live music 
at noon. Free parking. info@
bazaaronapricotandlime.com; 
bazaaronapricotandlime.com; 
941-343-2712.
ZUMBA & MAT PILATES. Today 
from 10-11 a.m., Paradise 
Center, 567 Bay Isles Road, 
Longboat Key. Start with 30 
minutes of Zumba, fi nish with 
Pilates. No experience or coordi-
nation necessary! $10.
SARASOTA SPEAKERS 
EXCHANGE. Today from noon-1 
p.m., Sarasota Speakers 
Exchange, 1108 N. Orange Ave., 
Sarasota. Friendly Toastmasters 
group interested in public 
speaking, leadership and self-
improvement. No RSVP required.
FISH TALES WITH CAPTAIN 
GEOFF PAGE. Today at 6:30 p.m., 
Sunset Chevrolet, 1800 Bay 
Road, Sarasota. Free. Captain 
Page will be joined by "The 
Mad Snooker," Captain Dave 
Pomerleau. kkosenkov@sunset-
autogroup.com; 941-366-7800.
INTERMEDIATE BRIDGE SESSION. 
Friday from 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Paradise Center, 567 Bay Isles 
Road, Longboat Key. $10. mary-
annbrady@theparadisecenter.
org; theparadisecenter.org; 
941-383-6493.

SURVEY
From Page B1

percent did not agree that all 
students were treated fairly.

Parents reacted even more 
positively, with more than 75 
percent agreeing with most 
statements, including “My 
child feels a sense of belong-
ing at this school” and “I feel 
my child is safe at school.” But 
27 percent said they disagreed 
that their teacher informed 
them of what their child 
needed to do to improve, and 
32 percent also said they did 
not think that their school pro-
vided nutritious meals.

The district was not able to 
provide staff responses to the 
survey in time for this report, 
but the Sarasota Classified/
Teachers Association also 
conducted a survey this 

year. Those questions largely 
focused on principals, sexual 
harassment complaints and 
the superintendent.

Although the union did not 
tabulate all of the school’s 
responses into one total 
amount for every category, 
it concluded that about 63 
percent of the almost 1,700 
district instructional and clas-
sified staff who responded 
thought that Superintendent 
Todd Bowden was not doing 
a good job, while almost 28 
percent said they did not 
know and 9 percent said they 
thought he was doing a good 
job, according to the teachers’ 
union.

In 2017, Bowden eliminated 
the option to leave anonymous 
comments that generally fol-
lowed the “Strongly Agree” 
to “Strongly Disagree” rank-
ing system on the survey. That 
prompted the union to create 
its own survey.

By Kelli Kennedy 
The Associated Press

PARKLAND — Students 
a t  M a r j o r y  S t o n e m a n 
D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l 
returned to a more secure 
campus on Wednesday 
as they began their first 
new school year since a 
gunman killed 17 people in 
the freshman building. But 
some say they still won’t 
feel protected despite $6.5 
million in security enhance-
ments, including 18 safety 
monitors, new classroom 
locks and upgraded video 
surveillance.

All the students wore lan-
yards with IDs around their 
necks as they walked past 
a heavy police presence, 
in what has become their 
new normal. Volunteers 
greeted them with German 
shepherds, and a helicop-
ter hovered overhead as a 
throng of media watched 
from across the street.

Samantha Deitsch, 15, 
said she’s grateful for the 
changes, but “there’s liter-
ally no place that I am every 
day that I feel 100 percent 
safe and the thought doesn’t 
go through my head that 
someone could come in with 
a gun.”

Anijah Avera, 16, said she 
mostly doesn’t think about 
the shooting except for “a 
little bit this morning ... we 
have better security now, so 
I feel a little more at ease.”

Three school resource 
officers, three security spe-
cialists and a dozen campus 
monitors will be on patrol. 
They’ll be keeping watch at 
new fences and gates at the 
beginning and end of the 
school day, keeping out all 
but staff and students wear-
ing ID badges.

Visitors will have only 
one way in, and they’ll be 
screened through a video 
intercom system. The dis-
trict had planned to add 

metal detectors but reversed 
course amid concerns over 
privacy and the imprac-
ticality of trying to clear 
thousands of students before 
each day’s morning bell.

All classroom doors have 
new hardware that auto-
matically locks when doors 
are pulled shut. Witnesses 
said teacher Scott Beigel and 
student Joaquin Oliver were 
fatally shot as they ushered 
students inside to safety, in 
part because the old hard-
ware required relocking 
from the outside.

Some changes are state-
wide: Florida became the 
first state to require police 
or armed guards at all public 
schools after the shooting 
— a mandate many districts 
are struggling to meet. And 
the state’s new Office of 
Safe Schools announced 
Wednesday that in two 
weeks, a new FortifyFL app, 
developed with $400,000 
in state funding, will enable 
people to anonymously 
report suspicious activity in 
state schools.

At Stoneman Douglas, 
the tributes to victims have 
been removed, replaced 
with a single statue of an 

eagle hugging a heart. 
But the freshman build-
ing still stands as a solemn 
reminder of the bloodshed, 
surrounded by a permanent 
new fence as prosecutors 
continue to use the crime 
scene for their legal case. 
The classes it once held 
have been diverted to nearly 
three dozen new portable 
classrooms.

Aria Siccone, 15, was there 
during the Valentine’s Day 
rampage. She watched one 
of her classmates pound-
ing on the classroom door, 
trying to flee the shooter, 
and remains haunted by 
his terror-stricken face 
moments before he was 
gunned down. The gun-
shots started shortly after he 
knocked, and they couldn’t 
let him in. When a SWAT 
team later led her out of the 
building, she saw bodies in 
the hallway.

“I am happy to be able to 
see all of my friends, but 
I have been very anxious 
about returning to school,” 
she said. “I’m scared of 
being at any school, not 
only Douglas, because I feel 
unsafe no matter how much 
security we have.”

Parkland students start school 
year with tightened security

By Lloyd Dunkelberger
 News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE  — About 
a third of Florida’s school 
districts are taking steps to 
deploy armed “guardians” 
on school campuses to pre-
vent incidents such as mass 
shootings, according to the 
state Office of Safe Schools.

Damien Kelly, a veteran law 
enforcement officer who is 
the first director of the newly 
created safety agency, told the 
Florida Board of Education 
on Wednesday that 22 of the 
67 districts are in the pro-
cess of deploying specially 
trained personnel under the 
“Coach Aaron Feis Guardian 
Program.”

The program was named 
for an assistant football coach 
who used his body to shield 
students during the Feb. 14 
mass shooting that killed 14 
students and three staff mem-
bers at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in 
Parkland.

The guardian program, 
which is part of a $400 million 
school safety law passed this 
year by the Legislature and 
approved by Gov. Rick Scott,
has been controversial, with 
some districts rejecting the 
idea of training school per-
sonnel to be armed.

But with a mandate that 
each Florida school have 
at least one safety officer, 
some districts are using the 
guardian program, which 
was designed to supplement 
the traditional use of school 
resource officers and other 
law enforcement officers.

The Legislature set aside 
$67 million in one-time 
funding for the guardian 
program to cover the cost of 
doing background checks and 
training the personnel. The 
guardians will also be pro-
vided with a $500 stipend to 
cover equipment costs.

Many school districts 
using armed guardians

A student walks past an “MSDSTRONG” banner on the way to 
class on the fi rst day of school at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High on Wednesday. [AP PHOTO / WILFREDO LEE]


